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AMENDMENT 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A neck apparel restraining device for 
attaching an item of neck apparel in place on the-ashirt of a person wearing an item 
of neck apparel, said -the shirt being of a type having a plurality of buttons spaced 
along its front, said restraining device comprising: 

an elongate flexible cord; 

a first button loop formed at a first end of said cord; 

a second button loop formed at a second end of said cord opposite 

the first end; 

said first and second button loops adapted to releasably engage 
adjacent ones of said-the plurality of shirt buttons. 

2. (Original) The device of claim 1 , wherein the neck apparel item is a 

necktie. 

3. (Original) The device of claim 1 , wherein the elongate flexible cord 
is an elastic cord. 

4. (Original) The device of claim 1 , wherein the elongate flexible cord 
comprises one or more elastic strands bound in a woven casing. 

5. (Original) The device of claim 1 , further comprising: 

each of the first and second button loops comprising first and second 
runs of the elongate flexible cord; 

for each of the first and second button loops, a fastener nonremovably 
interconnecting said first and second runs in side-by-side manner; 

for each of the first and second button loops, the first run terminating 
at or near the fastener and the second run continuing through the fastener and 
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comprising a trailing end, wherein the trailing end of the first button loop is 
contiguous with the trailing end of the second button loop. 

6. (Original) The device of claim 1 , further comprising: 

the first button loop comprising first and second runs of the elongate 

flexible cord; 

a first fastener nonremovably interconnecting said first and second 
runs of the first button loop in side-by-side manner; 

the first run of the first button loop terminating at or near the first 
fastener and the second run continuing through the fastener and comprising a first 
trailing end; 

the second button loop comprising third and fourth runs of the 
elongate flexible cord; 

a second fastener nonremovably interconnecting said third and fourth 
runs of the second button loop in* side-by-side manner; 

the third and fourth runs of the second button loop continuing through 
the fastener and comprising second and third trailing ends, the second trailing end 
being contiguous with the first training end and the third trailing end being secured 
to the first and second runs by the first fastener. 

7. (Original) The device of claim 1 , wherein said first and second 
button loops are adjoined to opposite ends of an elastic cord. 

8. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1 , wherein said-the shirt 
buttons are uniformly spaced. 

9. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 8, wherein said-the shirt 
buttons are spaced in accordance with a standard button spacing. 

10. (Original) The device of claim 1 , having a length of from about 
3.25 to about 5.0 inches. 


11. (Original) The device of claim 10, wherein the device has a length 
of from about 4.0 to about 4.5 inches. 


12. (Currently Amended) A method of securing a neck apparel item 
to a shirt having a plurality of spaced-apart buttons, comprising: 

providing an item of neck apparel of a type having at least a portion to 
be worn in a centered position on a shirt, said -the item of neck apparel further 
including a loop member defining an opening; 

placing a restraining device through the loop member, the restraining 
device comprising an elongate flexible cord, a first button loop formed at a first end 
of said cord, and a second button loop formed at a second end of said cord 
opposite the first end; 

removably attaching the first button loop to a first button on the shirt, 
the first button being the most proximate button on the shirt to the first button loop; 

removably attaching the second button loop to a second button on the 
shirt, the second button being the most proximate button on the shirt to the second 
button loop . 

1 3. (Original) The method of claim 1 2, wherein the neck apparel item 

is a necktie. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the elongate flexible 
cord is an elastic cord. 


15. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the elongate flexible 
cord comprises one or more elastic strands bound in a woven casing. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, wherein the 
restraining device further comprises: 

each of the first and second button loops comprising first and second 
runs of the elongate flexible cord; 

for each of the first and second button loops, a fastener nonremovably 
interconnecting said first and second runs in side-by-side manner; 

for each of the first and second button loops, the first run terminating 
at or near the fastener and the second run continuing through the fastener and 
comprising trailing end, wherein the trailing end of the first button loop is contiguous 
with the trailing end of the second button loop. 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, wherein the 
restraining device further comprises: 

the first button loop comprising first and second runs of the elongate 

flexible cord; 

a first fastener nonremovably interconnecting said first and second 
runs of the first button loop in side-by-side manner; 

the first run of the first button loop terminating at or near the first 
fastener and the second run continuing through the fastener and comprising a first 
trailing end; 

the second button loop comprising third and fourth runs of the 
elongate flexible cord; 

a second fastener nonremovably interconnecting said third and fourth 
runs of the second button loop in side-by-side manner; 

the third and fourth runs of the second button loop continuing through 
the fastener and comprising second and third trailing ends, the second trailing end 
being contiguous with the first training end and the third trailing end being secured 
to the first and second runs by the first fastener. 


18. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein said first and second 
button loops are adjoined to opposite ends of an elastic cord. 
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19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, wherein said-the 
shirt buttons are uniformly spaced. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 19, wherein said-the 
shirt buttons are spaced in accordance with a standard button spacing. 

21. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the device has a 
length of from about 3.25 to about 5.0 inches. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 21, wherein the device has a 
length of from about 4.0 to about 4.5 inches. 

23. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, wherein sai4-the 
neck apparel item is a necktie of a type having a wide tail and a narrow tail, and 
further comprising: 

inserting the narrow tail through said-the opening. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the second button is 
adjacent the first button. 

25. (Currently Amended) A necktie restraining device for attaching a 
necktie in place on tbe-a_shirt of a person wearing a necktie, said-the shirt being of a 
type having a plurality of buttons spaced along its front, said-the necktie being of a 
type having a tie loop formed on an inward facing surface thereof, said restraining 
device comprising: 

an elongate elastic cord; 

a first button loop formed at a first end of said cord; 

a second button loop formed at a second end of said cord opposite 

the first end; 

said first and second button loops adapted to releasably engage 
adjacent ones of said-the plurality of shirt buttons. 


